
Assistive Technology At Your 
Fingertips!

Exploring accessibility features built in to Apple 
products and some easy-to-use software!
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Accessibility Features on 
the Computer/Laptop

Mac computers have a 
variety of fantastic 
accessibility features 
built-in to their system 

You can access these in 
the System Preferences 
folder which you can 
find by clicking on the 
apple icon at the top 
left corner of the screen
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Visual Accommodations

Display: change the 
colour, invert colours, 
increase cursor size, 
etc. 

Zoom: various choices 
for zooming in on 
parts or all of the 
screen 

VoiceOver: speaks 
what is on the screen 
for those who are 
visually impaired
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Auditory  
Accommodations

Closed 
Captioning 

Mono vs. 
stereo sound 

Flashing alerts

4



Physical/Motor 
Accommodations

Means of adapting the 
keyboard, trackpad and 
mouse capabilities (e.g. 
sticky keys, decreased 
cursor speed, etc.) 

Switch control: 
available for students 
who need to use 
scanning and switches 
to control the computer
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Text to Speech

Use a command key to 
have selected text 
spoken aloud 

Change the voice and 
the rate of speech as 
required 

Have alerts announced 
out loud 

Have the clock 
announce the time
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Dictation 
(Voice to text)

Use a command key to 
enable dictation (speak 
into a microphone and 
have your voice 
translated to text) 

Privacy note - wifi is 
required as Apple sends 
the voice info to a main 
server to be translated 
to text; however, you 
can select to download a 
file that allows offline 
dictation
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Internet 
Accommodations

When using Firefox, you can 
access a “Reader View”, which 
also provides the ability to 
change font size, and to have 
the text spoken aloud
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Accessibility on the iPad and 
iPhone

iPads and iPhones are 
designed with many 
accessibility features 
built-in to the OS 

They can be found in 
Settings, in the General 
section (Accessibility)
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Accessibility on the iPad
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Display Accommodations

Similar to the Mac 
computer 
accommodations, 
options for VoiceOver 
(having what is on the 
screen spoken aloud), 
Zoom, Magnifier, and 
Display Accommodations 
(increased text size, 
changing font and 
background colours, etc.)
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Text to Speech
Select “Speech” in 
accessibility to access the 
following options: 

to have selected text read 
aloud 

to have the entire screen 
read 

to have content 
highlighted as it is read 

to have speech feedback 
while typing
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Dictation

Dictation is available 
within apps, by pressing 
the microphone symbol 
that is available on the 
onscreen keyboard 

Additionally, Siri can be 
used to complete a 
variety of functions 
including opening and 
closing apps, searching 
for information on the 
internet, turning on 
music, sending texts, etc.
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Auditory Accommodations

Again, options to 
connect bluetooth 
hearing devices, 
to adjust sound, 
to provide 
subtitles and 
captioning as well 
as audio 
descriptions are 
available

14



Physical/Motor 
Accommodations

Similar to computers, the 
iPad offers Switch Control, 
as well as options to control 
movement and touch 
response through the touch 
screen  

The keyboard can be 
adapted to some degree to 
control for accidental hits of 
keys, and many Keyboard 
Apps are available through 
the app store that provide 
further accommodations
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Guided Access

Allows you to 
temporarily “lock” 
the iPad in a 
specific app 

You can disable 
parts of the screen, 
for example, to 
prevent students 
from changing the 
settings within the 
app 

You can set a 
timer as well
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Resources

https://www.apple.com/accessibility/ 

iBooks - user guides for iPad, iPhone, Macbook
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